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“Dropping the Penny”

As historical re-enactors we are always striving to “time travel” to the periods that we
love. This idea of time travel calls to memory a wonderful film from 1980 called

“Somewhere in Time.”

The filim atars Chruvopher Reeve, as Richard Coller; a imodern-day (1979) playwrghv and
Jane Seyrmonr as Elne Mckenna, a young avage acress from 1912 Rerhard vews e Crand
Hovel on Mackinac biland, Mesugan, o get away from ks aneventtal lfe He wanders
“rougl e hovels “huvory room” and sees e pretare of a Seaaviul worman on e wall
Sk v Elne Mckenna, a avage actress who appeared n a play av e /otel m 1912 Rerard
wnrnediarely falls m love and decides vo ‘will” sivnself back mn vime vo 1912

A college profestor advises firn Vo resmove all connectons witr e present and wninerne
tinaelf in Winmgs of e past Richard bays a 19 12-avyle sutt and some 1912 money from
a com ahop. He reni a room av e Crand Hovel wills fvnself back vo 1912, and meets
Elng who han been apparently wanwing for /fimn. They begm a romance, bur jast as /e
“nka ey wil live happly ever affer;, ke palts a 1979 US penny oat of 4w pocket whh
breaiks Ve “apell” and sends fivn back vo Ve present (1979)

When we remove all of our modern trappings and travel out of our way into the
wilderness we are, like Richard, able to will ourselves, or time travel, into the past of the
rendezvous. We live in that time until someone pulls out a cell phone, turns on an LED
lantern, and “drops a penny,” pulling us back into the future

It is so important to our endeavor to not “drop the penny.”

Special Thanks to Grant Coffin for sharing this story
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